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Mika Eoka describes the different styles of Sake from Japan’s Hakushika brewery

What in your opinion is the way ahead for
Sake in India?

Indian people have good business sense
and since the country is a major cultivator
of rice, there is a great potential for
making Sake locally. If that happens, Sake
will become more affordable and easily
available in India, thus increasing its overall
popularity. Such a development would also
be beneficial to the brand Nihonshu of
Japanese Sake. Hence in the longer run, it
is important that local Sake production is
encouraged in India to boost its demand.

From a finance to a Master Sake Sommelier,
tell us about your professional journey?

I began my career in the financial domain
with Citibank NA. Thereafter 1 worked
with several other companies in the global
finance scenario that required me to relocate
frequently. In this multi-cultural setting, I
noticed a definite interest towards Japanese

cuisine and Sake, which inspired me to conduct

There is a great
potential for
making Sake
locally. If that
happens, Sake
will become
more affordable
and easily
available in
India, thus
increasing

its overall
popularity

casual Sake sessions in various restaurants
during my offwork hours. I was pleasantly
surprised to find an unbridled interest in
these sessions, which made me think of
taking up Sake education as an alternate
career. In due course, I acquired the Sake
Diploma International by Japan Sommelier
Association (JSA). In 2019 I joined the Japan
Sake and Shochu Makers Association (JSS) -
an apex body that includes Sake and Shochu
producers throughout Japan - and started
handling their overseas Sake assignments. It
has been an ongoing journey ever since. And
as you know, you and I started the Sake Club
India together in 2020. <

Sake Club India (SCI) was established in

March 2020 by Rawi Joshi and Mika Eoka, as an
Indo-Japanese community with global participation
to promote the cause of Sake in India. Within a
short time, SCI has emerged as the go-to entity to
deliver training, trade consultancy and tourism

services related to Sake in the Asian sub-region
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